Isolation of strains of Thermus aquaticus from the Australian Artesian Basin and a simple and rapid procedure for the preparation of their plasmids.
Thirty four Thermus aquaticus strains have been isolated from the non-volcanically naturally heated waters of the Australian Artesian Basin which extends the known ecological habitat of this group of organisms. A simple and rapid method developed for isolation of plasmids indicated that considerable variation in numbers and molecular sizes existed within the 23 strains that were investigated. Dissimilar plasmid profiles were obtained from the strains that been isolated from the source waters and those that had been isolated from the runoff channels formed by these source waters.